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Editor Graham Caddick. Contact email gjcaddick@hotmail.co.uk.

lan Petitt was the guest speaker on Monday 3rd April.
Well done to Geoff Setterfield for securing another
speaker at the last minute and thanks to lan for turning
up at such short notice. The prints from the previous
club competition were set out for members to scrutinize

Members also received their certificates from
Dave Perry the competitions secretary. Dave made my
job of taking the photos difficult has he stood in the light
of the projector. Note to self (must do better). Apologies
to members who received certificates and are not in the
banner above. You moved too quick or you were in the
projectors bright blue light.

Thanks to members who helped put up and take down the prints.
Your efforts were much appreciated.



http://www.rugeleyandarmitagecameraclub.com/

Staffordshire Clubs Print Competition 12th April 2023.

Thanks everyone who turned up to help sort out equipment for the
competition. There was a good turnout of probably 100 people with Rugeley
and Armitage CC contingent of 20 plus. Graham Walton gave a good critique
to all 110 prints. Some excellent prints with 33 held back. 20 received 18points
9 received 19 points and 4 achieved 20points. Darron Matthews print was
judged the best print of the evening.

Thanks to our selection committee for their hard work in selecting
just 10 images to please a judge in a hard fought competition with some
excellent images from all clubs.

Good Morning Everyone,

Many thanks for taking part in last night’s competition and we hope you enjoyed the evening. Itis
always gratifying to see so many people in the room, then you know that camera clubs are doing well
and producing prints, but also that all the work behind the scenes has been worthwhile.

We did forget to thank Rugeley and Armitage CC for the loan of their lightbox and sound equipment,
and for their help in setting out the room, so thank you.

If there is any club wishing to take on either the Projected comp in Nov or the Print Comp next April,

then please do get in touch. But rest assured the Staffs Photo Clubs Committee will endeavour to
keep both running.

Again thanks for entering and supporting and we look forward to seeing you in November. In the
meantime, there is the MCPF’s Print and Pdi Championships, Photofolio and the Midland Salon of
International Photography to enter or view. Go to the MCPF website or look at the MCPF newsletter
for more details and dates.

All the best
Lu Duckett

Staffs Photo Clubs Chair
Hon.General Secretary — Burton on Trent PS

@ 19:21

To: graham Caddick

Important message to all
members from Selection
Committee.

Any chance you can put a request in this week’s newsletter for members to bring in any black & white prints they
would like to be considered for Photofolio ASAP.

Hi,

Thanks

Andrea



Darron Matthews wins best print.
Lichfield Camera Club

Lu Duckett presenting the shield to the

winning cub Tamworth with a score of
176 Points.

Well done from Rugeley and Armitage CC.

Below. Some of the prints held back by the judge
Graham Walton who gave a good critique on all

Best overall Print the prints submitted.




Staffordshire Photographic Clubs Print Competition April 12th 2023 - Judged by Graham Walton DPAGB
Rugeley and Armitage CC Stafford PS Newcastle CC Tamworth PC
No title score | No [title score | No [title score | No |title score
A01|Broad-bodied Chaser 17 |BO1|Another Welsh Summer 15 | C01|Film Nostalgia 14 | DO1|Shag Feeding Young 17
A02|Dovercourt Lighthouse 17 |B02|{Communications 20 | C02|The Apprehensive Bridge 14 |DO02 |Jagged 20
A03 |Fulvous Whistler Ducks 17 |BO3|Flesh Fly 18 | C03|Himalayan Black Bulbul 19 | D03 Lighting Up the Stumps 18
A04|Wren on Frosted Nettles 14 |BO4|Fun on the Beach 17 | C04 /A Moment Captured 18 | D04 |Swan Lake 15
A05|Autumn Harvest 18 |BOS5|Hiding 17 | C05|Battle Weary 14 | DO5 [Muscari Alba 19
A06|Newly Hatched Peacock Butterfly | 16 |BO6|Otter 17 | C06/|88ft Rambler Yacht at Cowes Weeks | 16 | D06 |Windy Southwold Pier 19
A07 |Puffin in Flight 14 |BO7|Penarth Pier 17 | C07|Langdale View 15 | D07 |Thawing Beauty 17
A08|Kimmeridge Bay 15 |BO8|Silver Studded Blue Butterflies | 17 |C08Ogwens Tap 19 | DO08|Time to Go 16
A09|Bearded Tit 15 |BOY|SSE Hydro 18 | C09|Backlit Balloons 15 | D09 |Tulip Ballerina 19
A10{Milking Fungus 16 |B10|Under the Arches 16 |C10|Eagle Owl 16 |D10|The Slow Burial 16
total| 159 total| 172 total| 160 total| 176
Burton on Trent PS Leek PC Acton Trusell PS Blythe Bridge CC
No title score | No |[title score | No [title score | No [tme score
E01|RE8 Hendon Air Museum 18 |F01{Beauty and the Beast 14 |GO1|Downy Jumping Spider 18 |HO1 Iilencathra 14
E02 |Poppy Seed Pods 17 | F02|Unmasked 16 |G02|All the Way Up 16 |HO2 Kissing Gannets 15
E03 |A Clockwork Orange 16 | F03|Continental 16 |GO3|Loch Leven 15 |HO3 Ho No 16
E04 |Steady as She Goes 19 | F04|Egret and the White Feather 17 | GO4|Fighting Jays 16 |HO4 |Clint Blondel and Keith Bennet | 17
EOS |Betty 17 | FO5|Magpie Mine 16 |GO5|Knots at Sunset 15 | HOS |Lone Tree at Llyn Padarn 17
E06 |Glory Days Gone 16 | F06|Dull Day at the Track 18 |GO6|Just Having a Breather 14 |HO6 |Greedy Prairie Dog 15
E07 |Movement 18 | FO7|Painted Lady in Evening Light 19 |GO7|Herron with Minnow 16 | HO7 |Walking the Dogs 16
E08 |Lady in White 18 | F08|The Bishop's Garden 16 |GO8|To the Dock 15 |HO8 |Greater Spotted Woodpecker | 16
E09 |The Lighthouse 16 | F09|Fight or Flight 19 |G09|Glencoe Lochan 15 | HO9 |Morning Mist at Llyn Crafnant | 16
£10 |Before the Performance 18 |F10/Snake Heads 17 |G10|Call of the Wild 17 |H10|Grebe Chick 16
total| 173 total| 168 total| 157 total| 158
Stafford CC Rocester and District CC Lichfield CC Final Positions
No |Title Score | No [title score | No [title score | 1st [Tamworth PC 176
101 |Dominance 18 |J01|Gambia Children 16 | KO1|Rough Sea at Spurn Point 17 | 2nd |Burton on Trent PS 173
102 |Walk to Gulfoss 14 |02 |Royal Terns into the Winds 17 | K02|Romani Horse 19 | 2nd |Lichfield CC 173
: M. Canary Shouldered & Dusky Thorn
103 | Dreaming 18 | 103 |Redpoll on Blossom 17 |K03 Moths s Vvt 18 | 4th |euttord ps 172
104 {Cloud Painter 16 |J04 |Book Moths 20 | K04 |Proud to Serve 16 | Sth |Rocester and District CC 171
105 |Doris 16 | J05|Humphreys Animal Collection | 18 |KO5|Teasel Leaves 16 | 6th |Stafford CC 170
106 |Kicked the Bucket 18 |06 |Queen Common Wasp 18 | K06 |Exhaust Pipes 16 | 7th |Leek PC 168
107 |Winter in Norway 17 | J07|Challenging Commute 16 | K07 Misty Morning 18 | 8th |Rugeley and Armitage CC 160
108 |Sir Winston Churchill 19 |J08 Blue and Yellow Bubbles 15 | K08|Magpie Mine 17 | 8th [Newcastle CC 160
109 |Blea Tarn Panorama 17 |09 |Building Work 16 |K09|Telling a Tale 16 | 10th/Blythe Bridge CC 158
A o { F. Green Drake Mayfly on Meadow
110 {Blowing in the Wind 17 |J10|ABlue Dress 18 |K10 Aoraxs 20 |11th Acton Trusell P§ 157
total| 170 total| 171 total| 173
Best Print F. Green Drake Mayfly on Meadow Buttercup by Darron Matthews Lichfield CC
Rugeley and Armitage CC 160 8
Stafford PS 172 4
Newcastle CC 160 9
i ' From all members "
Tamworth PC 176 1
Burton on Trent PS 173 2 Roy Harrison April 13th 3 5
Leek PC 168 7 Dave Perry April 15th |
Acton Trusell PS 157 N | Mary-Jane Eaton April 15th !
Blythe Bridge CC == = Marie Lakin April 17th
Stafford CC 170 6
Rocester and District CC 17 5
Lichfield CC 173 3




MON - Practical Evening

,:FZQ 19:30 ‘'Davy Suite’ Lea Hall Miners Welfare Centre

2023 Practical Evening where some teach & others learn

e

Practical evening 17 April ‘ Stephen Frost

14h-@
a Stephen Frost <stephen jqt 5 reminder to all members. It's a practical evening please bring your cameras/iPhones .
04/04/2023 10:37 A tripod and camera flash would be useful but not essential. If you want to partake in
Margaret’s discussion group please bring along a photo doesn’t need to be mounted.
To: gjcaddick@hotmail.co.uk Looking forward to seeing you all having some fun.

Hi Graham can you put the practical evening event in the News paper.

Firstly members are asked to bring their cameras , and if they have them tripods and speed lights(flash guns).

Secondly if members want to partake in Margaret Beardsmore’s informal evening discussion on photographic critique to
bring along a photo of their choice..

The planned bases will be as follows :

Base one : Still Life. A chance to photograph sculpture vases with flowers, and also an industrial scene.

Base 2 : Water refraction topics

Base 3: Water splash photography using fish tanks.

Base 4: Macro photography with feathers and creative photography using reflections and coloured pencils , feathers, and

flowers.
Base 5: Understanding bokeh and focal length. This will include a subject on a table with a backdrop of fairy lights.

Base 6: Informal discussion group were members can discuss their photos with other members in the group, with regards to
composition , content, ways of possible improvements. Hosted by Margaret Beardsmore.

Thank you in anticipation
Stephen

The idea behind this session is going back to something we used to do very successfully before Covid. Members are
invited to bring a few printed images along that they think could maybe be improved/aren’t sure if they are any
good/want help with for any reason.

Members in the group can then say what is good about the image and maybe how they see it can be improved - or

not!
So this isn’t about bringing your best photos along, but rather the ones that ‘aren’t quite there yet’.

There is no need to mount your images, and A4 size prints will be big enough (no digital images please).

Margaret



Les Arnott
® 2d-®

The Youtube video shows what | will be doing for members on the upcoming practical sessions
organised by Stephen Frost. It's a good idea to watch this if you wish to take part as it goes over
lenses, settings etc. All equipment will be provided you will just need a camera and lens to take
part although it will be one photograher per time taking shots in a rota fashion. | will also be
providing an LED lightbed for members to take high key flatbed images, feel free to bring in ...
See more

YOUTUBE.COM
Splash Photography with a tank and flash.

Click here for You tube.com

MoN - Monthly Competition No.7

24 19:30 ‘'Davy Suite' Lea Hall Miners Welfare Centre

APR
2023 Closing Date for Entries: 3rd April 2023
(&=
Monthly Competition No.7 DON'T ]
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Projected Digital Images: Subject 'Architecture'
Judge: Terry Livesley

MON - Bank Holiday-No Meeting Tonight

08 930
MAY To all members and Les Arnott
2023



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVOzj9H5BGk

Mon  Roy Hodgkiss Natural History Trophy

I\’IEY 19:30 ‘'Davy Suite’ Lea Hall Miners Welfare Centre

2023 Closing Date for Entries: 24th April 2023

Roy Hodgkiss Natural History Trophy
Prints: Subject 'Natural History’
Judge: Anne Suicliffe

The Roy Hodgkiss Natural History competition is to be held on Monday 15th May which
sounds a few weeks away but..... because of the 2 bank or public holidays on 1st & 8th May
when there will be no camera club meetings we will have to ask you to present your prints
earlier than the usual 2 weeks prior to the competition, which would mean they need to be in
by Monday 24th April, if you need more time than this you could bring your prints (along
with your jpegs) to us at home by Sunday 7th_ May (please phone to check we are In) or if
you intend to go to the 3 way competition held with Lichfield & Burton camera clubs at

entries by, as usual we need your jpegs for this competition which you can email to us at
any time up until Sunday 7th May.

We are very sorry for the change of dates but it is out of our control.

Definition of Images for Roy Hodgkiss Natural History Competition
Qualification of Entry

Images for the Roy Hodgkiss Natural History Competition may have been previously submitted in
any Rugeley & Armitage Camera Club internal or interclub competition but MUST NOT have been
submitted in any previous Roy Hodgkiss Natural History Competition.

What Can I submit i r2

Images for the Roy Hodgkiss Natural History Competition must be of one or more zoological or
botanical organisms free and unrestrained in a natural or adopted habitat.

What Can't I submit images of?

Landscapes, photographs of zoo animals, game animals, farm animals, domestic pets, marine
subjects in aquariums, cultivated plants or any zoological or botanical organisms taken under
controlled conditions are not eligible.

What Can't I do to my Images?

« Images should not be composite, HDR, focus stacked or stitched images
e Techniques that add, relocate or replace elements in the image are not permitted.

« Removal / cloning out or any processing that alters the nature story of the image is not
permitted, for example cloning out a leaf that is partially covering the subject.

e "Putting in" for example a new sky or background or increasing the degree of background
blur in post processing is not permitted.

What Can I do to my images?

« Removal of minor blemishes by use of clone or healing tools may be carried out provided
such processing does not alter the nature of the image - for example cloning out a bright,
distracting pebble or an out of focus discarded beer can is permitted.

« Cropping images to remove unwanted elements of the image is permitted as is changing
the orientation of the image (e.g. landscape to portrait format) and resizing.

e The following adjustments which enhance an image but do not alter the nature story are
allowed - for example sharpening, contrast adjustments, exposure adjustment, colour
balance, noise reduction and straightening

Titling Images

Titles for images should be the correct recognised English name (and optionally the Latin name).
This may be supplemented by a brief description of activity. For example - Grey Heron (Ardea
Cinerea) with Stickleback. Humorous or 'twee' titles should not be used.



Quiz Master Roy Harrison. Send your answers to Roy at

harrison290@talktalk.net
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Answers in by 6pm 11th May
CAMERA CLUB QUIZ 20

1 Which of the following is not one of the earth’s lines of latitude
a) Equator b) Arctic circle

2 What is the name of the only novel written by Emily Bronte
a) Wuthering Heights b) Jane Eyre

3 In which sport would you find the K-Point a) Fencing b) Ski Jumping
4 Where would you find the ‘Spree River’ a) Iceland b) Germany
5 The word ‘bijou’ means a) Small and elegant b) Large and grand

6 The drama series ‘Silent Witness’ celebrated its 25" anniversary in which year
a) 2019 b) 2022

7 Which flower can change its colour from blue to pink by adding acid to the soil
a) Rose b) Hydrangea

8 The company Amazon was originally called ‘Cadabra’ True / False

9 What is the only flag that does not have four sides a) Andora b) Nepal
10 What type of bird is a ‘Teal’ a) Duck b) Falcon

11 What type of fruit is a ‘Pink Lady’ a) Grape b) Apple

12 Where in the UK is the mean sea water level taken a) Newlyn, Cornwall b)
Ventnor, Isle of Wight L \

Don't

‘miss it

£10 to the winning entry

LET’S HAVE A LAUGH!

A farmer kept a donkey in a stable, but the donkey's ears were so long that they
repeatedly hit the top of the door, causing the animal to kick out dangerously. So the
farmer decided to raise the height of the door frame.

He spent all day toiling away with his hacksaw. Seeing that he was struggling to complete
the task, his neighbour suggested: ‘Instead of lifting the door frame, wouldn’t it be easier
if you simply dugout the ground in the doorway and make it deeper?’

‘Don’t be stupid’ said the farmer, ‘it’s the donkey’s ears that are too long, not his legs!



(S CHRISUPTON

Newsletter 4th March 2023

Venice Street & Travel Workshop
CLICK HERE
— For more information check out our website

I'm not sure if you're aware that | also run workshops in partnership with Brian
Lloyd Duckett — a fabulous street photographer?

We offer a unique blend of 4 days of street, travel, landscape and documentary
photography and our Venice workshop has become a huge success. Our next
workshop takes place next February. 5 nights accommodation, 4 days of tuition,
challenges, iconic locations and great fun with like-minded people and 2
renowned tutors who are experts in their fields and Venice experts. This could be
the photographic adventure of a lifetime!

TravelSnappers

VENICE

20-23 FEBRUARY 2024

This workshop is a unique blend of travel, street,
documentary and landscape photography - in the
magical city of Venice.

5 nights in Venice ... 4 days of tuition, challenges, iconic locations
and great fun with like-minded people and 2 renowned tutors who
are experts in their fields, Chris Upton and Brian Lloyd Duckett. ..
this could be the photographic adventure of a lifetime!

Venice is truly a photographer’s paradise with stunning images to be captured at every
twist and turn. Winter is a great time to visit, with long sunrises and sunsets and the
possibility of mist and aqua alta, all helping to create wonderful, atmospheric images.

£1,895 (cost includes single ensuite accommodation with breakfast
for 5 nights in a lovely hotel near San Marco).

Please see the website for further info & booking,


https://www.travelsnappers.com/venice-photography-workshop

"% Bob
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Natures
Photos

Good news — the current dollar rate

helps REDUCE my safari prices!

Hello there and a very happy Easter.

My safaris are always very popular and there is
wonderful news re prices.

Due to improving £ dollar rates they have
dropped in price in sterling — new prices are on
my website — links below.”

| quote prices in dollars as we have to pay in

dollars and thus | don’t have to build in and

charge a surplus to allow for dollar movement as most others do. You therefore benefit by paying the rate applicable
on the day. Neither do you need to worry about future exchange rates increasing costs. Working with the company
who makes all my arrangements, we can freeze the exchange rate on the day you book if that’s your wish.

Mana Pools in Zimbabwe is a very special safari destination |
have returned to after a long break. This is a location known
for its amazing light and specialist animals such as wild dogs
and elephants that have learnt to stand on their hind legs to
reach higher into the trees. CLICK HERE

More details here https://naturesphotos.co.uk/mana-pools/.

| This is also a safari where we get out of vehicles and with

specialist expert guides track some animals on foot. What could
be better than the photo opposite — we were stalking a large
pack of iconic Wild Dogs or Cape Hunting Dogs on foot and
ended up sitting 25 metres from them on the sand in a dry river bed for nearly an hour. For any of you who saw the

amazing David Attenborough series on Wild Dogs, this one is § P S AT R T A iy
Ghost one of the stars and one who has been studied locally for gy
a number of years.

Add to this the opportunity to stalk massive wild bull elephants
who have learnt to stand on their hind legs to reach fruiting
trees. This is truly a safari with photo moments like no other
and all in the amazing light unique to this area.

As with all my safaris | am on hand at all times to teach, support
and develop your photography to ensure you get these amazing
shots.

For this safari | also limit the number of places to just 6 in two completely open vehicles to give even more space.

Please Note that for this safari — | am having to close bookings at the end of this month (April 2023) at the request of
the camps | use so urgent bookings are required.



https://naturesphotos.co.uk/mana-pools/

This is the safari have been running for the longest and in an
area where | studied big cats. It has is always extremely
popular. More details can be found here
https://naturesphotos.co.uk/big-cats-of-massai-mara/.

CLICK HERE

There are many photos and some amazing video in the guests

gallery on my website at https://naturesphotos.co.uk/big-cats-

of-massai-mara-guests-galleries/ together with feedback from

previous guests.

CLICK HERE
This is a safari where as well as the big cats | can guarantee the widest range of wildlife sightings although sadly not
wild dogs as in Mana Pools below.
The camp | use is truly amazing. | provides full facilities including
proper showers, huge spacious tents — really rooms, comfortable
beds with Egyptian cotton linen and even WiFi and laundry
services available. The food and service provided is fantastic too.
Take a look at a safari camp like no other here
https://naturesphotos.co.uk/kicheche-mara-north-camp-

photos/

CLICK HERE

| have been using this camp for 20 years and the staff know me

really well. It’s truly home from home with added benefits. The drivers / guides are extremely knowledgeable as well
as personal friends. Its so popular that | offer two 8 day departures back to back and you can choose either or both to
get longer in Africa. Because of my relationship with the camp | am offered a fantastic price which | can pass on to
you.

This is not your normal safari but one designed specifically for photographers and those wanting to experience the
true magic of Africa and its wildlife. We use stretched open sided 4WD Landcruiser with just 4 guests per vehicle with
plenty of room for you and your kit and ensuring the very best views.. The drivers have special permission to drive we
have we can drive “off road” to get the best shots.

This is also a safari where | often take non-photographic partners who can enjoy the experience and animals at the
same time as their other half is enjoying the photography. If you want to know more about this sort of experience
please ask and | can put you in touch with someone who has been before as a non-photographer partner.

Regards Bob

B ! B(iy\d(’gl/(rc"‘ If you have a friend who you think might be interested in this e-mail please forward it to
them and suggest that they sign up to my mailing list to receive future announcements
and newsletters.

If you should wish to leave my mailing list for any reason whilst | will be very sorry to lose you | quite understand.

To remove yourself from the list please click here. Please unsubscribe me

Natures Photos

BO b 12 Stanion Road

- Brigstock
Brind-Surch Kettaring
Northamptonshire

Natures NN14 3HW
Photos 07983 427202

01536 373977

bob@naturesphotos.co.uk
www.naturesphotos,co.uk



https://naturesphotos.co.uk/big-cats-of-massai-mara/
https://naturesphotos.co.uk/big-cats-of-massai-mara-guests-galleries/
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnaturesphotos.co.uk%2Fkicheche-mara-north-camp-photos%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Ce6da30710aff4ff0e11508db381af448%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638165460680571477%7CUnknown%7CTWFpb

Midland Counties Federation -

CLICK HERE

Midland Counties Photographic Federation

Apr 2023 NEWSLETTER

Your Club
Your Federation

Working Together

Man's Best Friend JolantaBujalska-Axon Shirley PS

Shank you

fo cveryone who has confributed fo /7//4/)/101‘ ather as an entrant a selector; a //c’ym' or a visitor

over the /J(Uf 60 years

/‘ £\ ¢ - 2 ¢ =2 y = ~
D% hope that you will continue fo J’///J/}()I’/‘L__/Z///)(/“)/Il)f Jfor many more years fo com.



https://mcpf.co.uk/uploads/linkfile/1680431244168Apr2023Newsletter.pdf

PERMAJET THE INKJET PAPER SPECIALISTS - PAOUD SPONSORS OF THE PAGE e-News

E-NEews

from the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain

CLICK HERE j{els

E-NEWS 330

A great FREE competition for members of
Affiliated PAGB Clubs! Read more inside

| CLICK HERE o
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Was that Batman by Lee Sutton



https://www.pagbnews.co.uk/sites/default/files/newsletters/en330%2015%20Apr%202023_0.pdf
https://www.pagbnews.co.uk/sites/default/files/newsletters/en329%20extra%2001%20April%202023.pdf

